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positive impact it has on the young men and
women who choose to participate. Every year,
Mr. Speaker, I am fortunate enough to have
the opportunity to meet with the cadets and
cadre of Guam’s Junior ROTC units here in
Washington. They make their annual journey
each Fall to visit our Nation’s capital city and
learn about the legislative process. I have wit-
nessed first-hand their remarkable growth and
enjoy engaging in dialogue with them about
their educational experiences.

Mr. Speaker, it is with these thoughts in
mind and in proud recognition of their accom-
plishments, that I offer a whole-hearted con-
gratulations to the young men and women of
Guam’s U.S. Army Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (JROTC) program. Their ac-
complishments and efforts are to be lauded
and appropriately acknowledged. I am hon-
ored to have been invited to speak at their up-
coming Military Ball this Saturday, the 17th of
March. I accepted their invitation without hesi-
tation and look forward to personally meeting
each one of the cadets and cadre to share in
celebration of their success.

These distinguished cadets deserve our
praise, our thanks, and our continued support.
May the Junior ROTC Program continue to
motivate young people to be better citizens.
Mr. Speaker, I commend the Junior ROTC ca-
dets and cadre on Guam. We on Guam are
proud of their achievement. They have set the
example for other units throughout the Nation
to emulate. I urge them to keep up the good
work and always remember the values instilled
and skills acquired through participation in this
invaluable program.
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Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to congratulate the American Chemical Soci-
ety and its more than 163,000 members on
their remarkable achievements in chemistry
throughout history. ACS was founded 125
years ago. In 1937, Congress charged ACS
with advancing the chemical sciences and to
promote research, education, and high stand-
ards of professional ethics. ACS members
have played key roles in expanding the fron-
tiers of knowledge, advancing medicine and
industry, and creating products—from aspirin
to the Hula Hoop.

Advances in the sciences have given us lim-
itless possibilities to increase our knowledge,
to share new discoveries, and to make life
better for people across our country and
around the world. Chemistry contributes to the
safety and quality of our food, the fuel-effi-
ciency of our cars, the speed of our com-
puters, and the effectiveness of our medicines
and vaccines. Those achievements wouldn’t
be possible without the vision and innovation
of scientists and engineers.

We must do a better job teaching our chil-
dren science and mathematics and motivating
them to choose careers in these fields. The
workforce of the future must be ready to tackle
the complex challenges of an increasingly
global society. ACS members are passionate
about their mission to help educate Americans

in science and technology and introduce ev-
eryone—young and old—to the wonders of
scientific discovery.

The members of ACS, the world’s largest
scientific society, will continue to be in the
forefront of research and development and
science education in a challenging new cen-
tury. America will benefit from their new dis-
coveries and advances in technology. I join
Americans and all people across the globe in
celebrating the extraordinary accomplishments
of the American Chemical Society and its
members on its 125th anniversary.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a truly special occasion, the 39th
anniversary of La Tribuna newspaper. This
momentous event in my state’s journalism
community will be recognized at a gala ban-
quet to be held Friday, March 16, 2001.

In 1962, large numbers of Hispanic immi-
grants began relocating to New Jersey. At that
time, few newspapers were being published in
their native language. La Tribuna was one of
the first news sources committed to keeping
the Spanish-speaking community in touch with
its government and the rest of the world.

For thirty-nine years, La Tribuna has shone
light on daily events affecting the Hispanic
community. Part of the foundation of the
United States Constitution is freedom of the
press. La Tribuna brings this ideal to life for
the Hispanic community on a weekly basis
through the paper’s commitment to truth and
fairness. Whenever and wherever news hap-
pens, La Tribuna is at the forefront of articu-
lating events in a concise, non-nonsense man-
ner.

Under the direction of publisher and editor
Ruth Molenaar, La Tribuna has grown to be a
well-respected member of New Jersey’s news
community. The people of my District, and
New Jersey, are fortunate to have Ms.
Molenaar and her staff, including Lionel Rod-
riquez, providing fair and accurate news cov-
erage. They have been a reliable voice for the
Hispanic community for almost two genera-
tions.

In recognition of the impact La Tribuna has
had on the community, the City of Newark will
name a street after the newspaper. The corner
of Ferry Street and Niagara Street will be
named La Tribuna Street.

It is an honor to have La Tribuna operating
in my District. Its efforts have helped our na-
tion’s Hispanic community to blossom and
flourish. I ask that my colleagues join me in
applauding this remarkable organization for all
it has done for the Hispanic community.
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Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing the
birthday of the Camp Fire Boys and Girls’ Ab-
solutely Incredible Kid Day. Each year, on the
third Thursday in March, the day is set aside
to help adults communicate better with kids.
As part of the celebration, adults are encour-
aged to send letters of love and appreciation
to young people in their lives to show them
how much they mean to them. Now in its fifth
year, more than 450 million people have been
touched by Absolutely Incredible Kid Day.

Absolutely Incredible Kid Day can make a
positive impact that will last a lifetime. The
campaign has received the critical acclaim of
child and family care experts, award winning
authors, noted psychologists, and adults and
kids everywhere. Celebrities such as Oprah
Winfrey, Jim Carrey and Cindy Crawford have
also given their support to Absolutely Incred-
ible Kid Day.

In my hometown of Grand Rapids, Michigan
the Campfire Boys and Girls West Michigan
Council has put an enormous amount of time
and effort into this celebration. In addition to
having adults write letters to kids they know,
the organization is also encouraging adults to
write letters for distribution to at-risk youths
throughout Grand Rapids. The Council has
also organized an extensive public awareness
program complete with posters, stickers and
stationary to spread the word about this spe-
cial and important day. I applaud them for
making this day a top priority.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues,
moms and dads, grandparents, aunts and un-
cles, teachers, mentors and other adults alike
take time out of their day today to let a young
person know how much they appreciate them.
Let them know you care and help make a
positive difference in their lives today and ev-
eryday by writing a letter of love and support.
You’ll be glad you did and so will the reader
of the letter!
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, those
of us who follow events in Central Asia are
alarmed by the growing influence of Islamic
extremism in Central Asia. As my colleagues
are aware, an Islamic insurgency has taken
root in the Fergana valley area where the bor-
ders of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan
meet. Reports indicate that this insurgency is
being supported and fueled by the fiercely Is-
lamic Taliban in Afghanistan.

So far, Kazakhstan has not been directly af-
fected by this insurgency. However, because
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